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culture and a Southern, mesa^ culture, instead of Western and

Eastern.

The differences in the culture patterns of the Occident and the
Orient at the dawn of these cultures have not, according to
Professor Wissler, a mere historical significance as facts of ancient
history, but they have a continuing significance, for he holds that
"once these initial steps were taken, the patterns were set, and
from that day until now have ruled with an iron hand" (ibid.,
p. 237). We shall return at a later stage to the concept of pattern
and its binding character.

Like Professor Wissler, Professor Arnold J. Toynbee considers
the division of civilization into Occidental and Oriental inadequate.
But while the former would add the Middle American, the latter
would acknowledge five living civilizations or, as he calls them,
"societies." They are the "Western, the Orthodox Christian, Islamic,
Hindu and Far Eastern" (Toynbee, A Study of History, Vol. I,
p. 51). He recognizes two "societies" in the Occident and three
in the Orient. He scoffs at the concept of an Oriental civilization.
He says: "In Western minds the egocentric illusion ... is fortified
by the catchword of the 'Unchanging East* which compounds the
three living civilizations of Islam, Hinduism and the Far East under
the nondescript epithet 'Oriental/ and which carries the assumption
that they all differ in equal measure from the civilization of the
West and that they are indistinguishable from one another and from
any of the extinct civilizations except the Hellenic and perhaps the
Minoan. In reality, Islam has less in comifton with either the Hindu
and the Far Eastern civilizations than it has with the orthodox
Christian and the Western, while the gulfs that divide the Hindu
and the Far Eastern Civilization from ours are possibly not so
wide as the gulf which divides them from one another. , . . The
catchword of the 'Unchanging East* collapses at a touch; and we
are left wondering how this vulgar error can ever have obtained
its hold" (ibii, p. 164).

The geographical area of the Western "society" of Professor
Toynbee is limited to *Vhat the Romans had known as Gaul"
together with "lateral extensions into the northern parts of Italy